COLD OPENI NG

| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT — EVENI NG
(LI'VI NG ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)

DCK SITSINHS CHAIR.  SALLY AND TOVWY
WATCH “OPRAH'. HARRY ENTERS W TH THE MAI L.

HARRY
Mai | call.
D CK
Wiy do | always get this feeling
that 1"’ mgoing to get sonething
i nportant, but | never do?
SALLY
That’ s the sanme sense of
anticipation | get every tine |
wat ch “ Oprah”.
HARRY
(SORTI NG MAI L) Junk nai |
Junk mail. Bill. Bill.
A check from Ed McMahon for
one mllion dollars.
D CK
Agai n?
SALLY
Boy, he nmust really like us.
HARRY

Oh, and here’s the Sears catal ogue.

CAaLD



TOMWY JUMPS UP AND GRABS I T.
TOMWY
Al right.
SALLY
Way does Tommy al ways get the
cat al ogues before | do?
TOMWY
| need them nore than you do.
| " m feedi ng hundreds of hungry
t een- age hor nones.
D CK
Did | receive any vita
i nformation?
HARRY
Just an application for a
“pre-approved” credit card.
D CK
Real | y? Sonebody wants to
send nme a piece of plastic?
Gve ne that letter.

DI CK OPENS THE ENVELOPE AND SCANS
THE LETTER

SALLY

I s plastic good?

CAaLD

DI CK



Apparently. Listen to this.
(READI NG “Dear Dick Sol onon,
You are on the go, D ck Sol onon,
rising to promnence in your
chosen profession. You are a
| eader anong your peers, Dick
Sol onon.  You deserve to be
rewarded. CQur Mastercash Gold
Card gives you the respect you,
D ck Sol onon, have ear ned.
Call us today, so we can activate
your card and grant you the
pur chasi ng power that only
D ck Sol onon deserves.
SALLY
| mpr essi ve.
HARRY
And very personal
DI CK
Just one of the many perks they
extend to a man of power on this
pl anet. (PO NTS TO LETTER) And | ook,
| get bonus points for travel ml eage.
HARRY

Anywhere in the gal axy?

CAaLD

DI CK

|"msure it has its limtations,



but how can we lose? It’'s free!
TOMWY
| don’t know, Commander. |
have a bad feeling about this.
The last time we were offered
sonmet hing for nothing, it cost
us each a hundred doll ars.
HARRY
Ah, but that Pony Ranch Dance
Club was well worth the noney.
D CK
(NODDI NG W did | earn sone
fascinating things that wonen
can do with their bodies.
SALLY
What m ssion was this?
D CK
(STUMBLING Oh...just a sinple
reconnai ssance. Nothing inportant.
SALLY
Way do | have this uncontrollable

feeling of disgust?

CAaLD

TOMW
Maybe you just don't like to see
ot hers having a good tine.

SALLY



Are you saying |I’m heartl ess and

i nsensitive?

THE MEN
Yes.

SALLY
Thanks. |’'ve been working on that
i mage.

HARRY

So, Dick, what’s your verdict?
Do we get the credit card?
D CK
We don’t have a choice. If we
don’t explore every facet of
human life, our mssion wll be
i nconpl et e.
SALLY
That’ s great, but, just to be
safe, you better get another
card with ny nanme on it.
Dl CK SHOOTS HER A LOCK
CUT TO



I/ A
ACT ONE
SCENE A
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT — DAYS LATER
( KI TCHEN)
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)
THE SOLOVONS SIT ARCUND THE TABLE, AS D CK
STANDS MAJESTI CALLY HOLDI NG THE ENVELOPE
WTH THE CREDI T CARD.
D CK
Thi s envel ope contains the key
to our financial well-being.
HARRY
| feel inportant already.
SALLY
What are you waiting for?
Ripit open.
DI CK OPENS I T, AND PULLS OQUT THE CARD.
THE SOLOMONS STARE IN AWE. MJSI C BUI LDS.
D CK
It’s power seens to be sucking
me in. | have this overwhel m ng
urge to purchase sonet hi ng.
Anything. It doesn’t matter what
| buy, as long as | use this card.
SALLY GRABS THE CARD LI KE A SEX- STARVED BEAST.
SALLY
Let nme have it.
SALLY RUBS THE CARD ALL OVER HER FACE.
7.



SALLY (CONT’ D)
Oh, CGod...the feel of hard
pl asti c caressing ny tender
cheeks.
Dl CK GRABS THE CARD FROM HER
D CK
Li eutenant! Control yourself!
(STRICKEN) It does have a nice
texture, though...VEGAS!
THE SOLOMONS ARE ALL STARTLED.
DI CK ( CONT’ D)
Wiy did | just say that?
HARRY
This is one potent piece of
material we're dealing with

D ck. Al npst hypnotic.

DI CK
(CRAZED) | know. | can't wait
to test its full force. I[t's

t he super Nova of spending, and
it fits nicely in ny wallet.

DCK BEG NS TO PUT THE CARD IN H' S WALLET,
AS TOMW GRABS I T.

TOMWY
Maybe we should run a chem ca
anal ysis on the substance first.

Dl CK GRABS | T BACK

DI CK



Get your stinking, little
paws off ny card!

CUT _TO



ACT _ONE
SCENE B

| NT. OFFI CE — DAY
(Dick, Albright, N na, Sally)

Dl CK STANDS AT HI' S DESK, PROUD AS A
PEACOCK. NI NA STANDS CONFUSED.

DI CK
Do you notice sonething
di fferent about nme?
NI NA
You switched fromdd Spice
to Hai Karate?
DI CK
No, somet hi ng deeper. Sonething
nore subtle. Can’'t you sense it?
| " m nore inportant now.
NI NA
Says who?
DI CK
(FLASHES CARD) WMastercash.
Due to ny illustrious position,
they gave ne ny own credit card.
NI NA
Wel cone to the human race.
DI CK
You nean you have one, too0?
NI NA
Hal f a dozen

|/ B

|/ B



DI CK
Si x sturdy pieces of plastic!
The spendi ng power of a queen!
(REALI ZATION) Then you nust be
nore inportant than I am

NI NA
| " ve al ways thought so.

DI CK
(RECOVERI NG Yes, but are
yours gol d?

NI NA
You could say | carry a rai nbow
in my purse. Sone are gold,
sone are green. One is even
pl ati num

DI CK
Such rich mnerals this planet
cont ai ns.

NI NA
Yeah, Dick, plastic is one of
our nost precious comodities.

ALBRI GHT ENTERS, UPSET. N NA EXITS.

ALBRI GHT
They cancel ed Mesopot am a.
DI CK

The entire region?

|/ B

ALBRI GHT



No, ny research project.
| f the governnent had their
way, there wouldn’t be any
Western Civilization at all.
DI CK
They’ re going to destroy
t he worl d?
ALBRI GHT
They' re cutting school funding
to pay off the national deficit.
Why are ant hropol ogi sts al ways
the victins? | wasn't the one
on a spending spree. Sure,
cheat on ny taxes, but not
even close to a trillion dollars.
DI CK
Let me make it up to you
ALBRI GHT
What are you going to do? Fly ne
to the prom sed | and?
DI CK
Better. [|'Il take you to
the Smithsonian. |If there’s
anything old and usel ess,

l"msure we'll find it there.

|/ B

ALBRI GHT

Oh, so we’'re just going to hop



on a plane, book a hotel and
enj oy a weekend in Washi ngton?
DI CK
And while we're at it, we'll
have a little chat with those
vul tures in the governnent, and
save Western Civilization.
ALBRI GHT
And how are we going to afford
such an excursion?
DI CK PULLS QUT H'S CREDI T CARD.
DI CK
My little friend s got it
covered.
ALBRI GHT
That’ s a sweet gesture, Dick,
but | couldn’t let you do that.
DI CK
Don't insult me. |I'monly
trying to inpress you.
ALBRI GHT

| don’t know what to say.

|/ B

DI CK
Just say you'll neet ne at the
airport at six o' clock.

ALBRI GHT



| " m packi ng ny bags right now.

ALBRI GHT EXITS, AS DI CK ADM RES H S CARD
SALLY ENTERS WTH A CRAZED LOXX

SALLY
Dick, | need the card.
D CK
| " m | eaving for Washi ngton
tonight. | can’t |eave hone
without it.
SALLY
"1l have it back this afternoon.
| have this incredible desire
to shop.
D CK
That’s why | didn’t get you
an extra card. You have a
di sease, Sally.
SALLY AGRESSI VELY PINS DICK TO HS CHAIR, AND

STRADDLES HI M LI KE A SEX KI TTEN. N NA ENTERS
TO PLACE SOVE PAPERS ON ALBRI GHT' S DESK

SALLY
| need it. | want it. | have
to have it. You don't understand
how powerful these urges are for

a woman.

|/ B

NI NA
Excuse ne.
D CK
(EMBARRASSED) | can expl ain.
NI NA



Pl ease don't.

CUT _TO



1/ C

ACT ONE
SCENE C

| NT. DEPARTMENT STORE — DAY

(Sally, derk)

SALLY APPROACHES THE SALES COUNTER W TH
HUNCGER | N HER EYES.

DI SSOLVE TO

CLERK
May | help you?
SALLY
(FLASHI NG CARD) Only if you
accept this.
CLERK
| think we can accommodat e.
SALLY
Wiere do we start?
CLERK
Just tell ne what you'd like,
and we’ll go fromthere.
SALLY
Everyt hi ng.
CLERK
Coul d you narrow that down...
just a tad?
SALLY
Shoes. Hand bags. Evening gowns.
Bat hi ng suits. Perfunes.

(LEANING IN) Even panties.

|/ D



ACT _ONE
SCENE D

| NT. DEPARTMENT STORE — HOURS LATER

(Sally,

C erk)

THE STORE IS COWPLETELY EMPTY, HANGERS ARE
THROMN EVERYWHERE. SALLY BEG NS TO EXIT.
THE CLERK STOPS HER, HOLDI NG A BOX.

CUT _TO

CLERK
M ss, you forgot your Versace.
SALLY
| don’t need that rubbish.
Discard it, sir.
CLERK
But it’s a five-hundred doll ar
dr ess.
SALLY
And buying it was wonderful.
That’s all | really cane
here for, and now ny hunger

has been sati sfi ed.



|/ E

ACT _ONE
SCENE E

| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT — EVEN NG

(LI'VI NG ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Tommy, Harry)

HARRY SI TS IN FRONT OF THE TELEVI SI ON, LAUGH NG
SPCORADI CALLY. TOMWY TALKS ON THE PHONE

TOMWY

| * m booked on Friday. Wy don’t
we shoot for Sunday Brunch?

SALLY ENTERS W TH BAGS.

SALLY
Coul d you guys help ne bring
in a few things?
HARRY
Gve nme a second. This novie's
al nost over.
SALLY
Tomry?
TOMWY
( CUPPI NG RECEI VER) |’ m busy.
SALLY
Tell Alissa to wait.
TOMWY
Who?
SALLY

Your girlfriend.

|/ E



Dl CK _ENTERS

TOMWY

SALLY
Isn’t that who you' re tal king to?
TOMW
Don't be silly. | have financial
power now. Why would | want to
settle dowm with one woman?
(BACK TO PHONE) Sorry, Jennifer.
HARRY
This is hilarious.
SALLY
What are you wat chi ng?
HARRY
“I ndependence Day”. It’s the
funniest thing |I’'ve ever seen.
The Earth people are trying to

stop an invasion from outer

space.
SALLY
Yeah, |ike that could ever
happen.
EXCI TED.
D CK

It’s a beautiful day in the

nei ghbor hood. . .

|/ E

HARRY



What are you so excited about?

D CK
|"m helping Dr. Albright with
her research on Neandertha
behavi or.

HARRY
You make the perfect specinen.

Dl CK LOOKS AT ALL THE SHOPPI NG BAGS.

D CK
My God, Sally, what have you
done?

SALLY
| thought |1'd use the card to
buy a few necessities.

D CK
You’ ve crossed the line, Lieutenant.
Hand over the card. |’ mrevoking
your shopping privil eges.

SALLY
(CRYING But what if | see
a sal e?

D CK
You're a warrior. You survived
the battle of Thorax. | think
you can resist this silly human

desire to shop.

D CK HOLDS QUT HI'S HAND. SALLY HANDS HI M
THE CARD, THEN BREAKS DOWN

DI CK ( CONT’ D)



Tommy, keep an eye on your.
sister. She's suffering from
one of those conpul sive fem nine
urges again.

TOMWY
"1l handle it.

D CK
Fine. Now, if you can excuse ne,
| have to pack for ny extravagant
weekend with Ms. Al bright.

DCK EXITS TOH S ROOM AS SALLY CRI ES LOUDER.

SALLY

Wthout that card, |I'’man

i nconpl ete woman. |’ m not hi ng.
TOMW

What ' s your problenf? Shop
by phone.
SALLY
They let you do that?
TOMWY
You don’'t need the plastic.

SALLY

|/ E

TOMWY
You just need the nunber.

That’s how | rented ny Porsche,



and how Harry bought the

conplete “Star trek” series.
HARRY

(HOLDI NG UP DVDS) | sure

hope | recognize a few Ports

of Call.

ALI SSA ENTERS

HARRY NODS

ALl SSA
Tomry, you haven’'t call ed.
| thought something m ght be

wWr ong.
TOMWY

No, |’ ve just been busy.
ALI SSA

Are you seei ng sonebody el se?
TOMWY

O course.
SALLY

(TO HARRY) W0 says humans

aren’t perceptive?

|/ E

ALI SSA
At | east you could have cone
out and told ne.

TOMWY
Way? | knew you' d figure it



out eventually.

ALl SSA
| can't believe you' re such a
jerk. 1 don’t ever want to see
you agai n.

ALI SSA EXITS.

SALLY
(TO TOMW) That neans she | oves
you.
TOMWY
| know. They all do.
CUT TO



I/ F

ACT _ONE
SCENE F
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT — ONE MONTH LATER

( KI TCHEN)
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)

SALLY, HARRY AND TOVMY SI T AROUND THE TABLE.
Dl CK ENTERS, AND TAKES A DEEP BREATH.

D CK
(EXHALING Ah, love is in the
air.
HARRY
| was wondering what that snell
was.
SALLY
Look, Dick, we got another
friendly letter from Mastercash
DI CK OPENS THE LETTER.
D CK
Oh, ny God. They want noney.
SALLY
For what ?
D CK
There nust be sone kind of
m sunder st andi ng.  ( HANDS
LETTER TO HARRY) What do you

make of this?



HARRY
(READI NG “Dear Dick Sol onon:
You have exceeded your credit
l[imt, D ck Solonbn, so we have
frozen your account.” (TO DI CK)
This letter doesn’t sound as
friendly as the | ast one.
DI CK
| suspect sone of you have been
using the card for frivol ous
reasons.
DI CK STARES COLDLY AT SALLY.
SALLY
| can’t help it. |1’ma wonan.
DI CK
(TO TOMW) \What’s your excuse?
TOMW
The ignorance of youth?
HARRY
(PUTTI NG HANDS UP) Before you
even ask, | purchased these
informative DVDs purely as
research to learn the bizarre
and tw sted behavior of the

eart hling.



DI CK
You coul d have saved noney
by readi ng “The Enquirer”.
HARRY
Don't blame ne. |I'mjust a
victimof the video age.
DI CK
How were you even able to
make these purchases? |
have been nonitoring the card
very cl osely.
TOMW LONERS H S HEAD, AND TRI ES TO WALK AWAY
DI CK ( CONT’ D)
Tommy. |Is there sonething you
want to tell me? You're
exhi biting signs of guilt.
TOMW
kay. Okay. So we used the
card nunber to order a few
t hi ngs over the phone.
DI CK
You mean |’ ve been reduced to
not hing nore than a sixteen digit

code?

26.
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HARRY

That’s right. You don’t even



need that magnetic strip.
You' re just another random
numeric sequence.
DICK
Now what are we going to do?
We’re out of credit.
TOMMY
Simple. Get another card.
SALLY
Two pieces of plastic? Are
we that worthy?
DICK
Well, Nina has half a dozen
cards in her possession.
HARRY
(STUNNED) Wait a minute.
Doesn’t she work for you?
DICK
That’s my point. If she can
have six, I'm worth at least
...8ixty!

DICK RAISES HIS HEAD PROUDLY. THE OTHERS
SMILE.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE




ACT TWO
SCENE G
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT - ONE WEEK LATER

(LI'VI NG ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)

THE APARTMENT | S FULL OF MERCHANDI SE. BOXES
EVERYWHERE. SALLY STANDS I N FRONT OF A

M RROR, TRYI NG ON CLOTHES. HARRY WATCHES
DVD'S ON H'S NEWBI G SCREEN TV. TOVW

I S TALKI NG TO WOMEN ON TWO DI FFERENT
PHONES, DOUBLI NG H S PERFORVANCE.

TOMWY
(I'N ONE PHONE) So how s
Sat urday ni ght grab you?...
Oh, you're busy? Hold on.
(I'N OTHER PHONE) So how s
Sat urday ni ght grab you?...
Geat. [I'Il pick you up at
seven. (I N FI RST PHONE)
What about Sunday?...Perfect.
We'll rent sone jet skis.
SALLY HOLDS A DRESS UP TO HERSELF.
SALLY
My twenty-two hundred dol | ar
Chanel. Worth every penny.
SALLY DI SCARDS I T IN A PILE OF OTHER
EXPENSI VE CLOTHES, GRABS ANOTHER GARMENT
AND MODELS I T.
HARRY

( SCREANS)

11/ G
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Dl CK _ENTERS

TOMW
What's wrong?
HARRY
Call 9-1-1. W have to get
off this planet. Godzilla's
t aki ng over Tokyo.
TOMW
Harry, it's just television.
HARRY
Oh...the large screen confused
me there for a second.
ALMOST TRI PPI NG OVER SOME | TEMS.
D CK
Don't you think we've ordered
enough ner chandi se?
SALLY
You can never have enough.
D CK
Were will we keep it all?
SALLY
Who cares, as long as we have
it?
D CK
What's the report on our

financial status?

SALLY

29.
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| think we need sone nobre cards.
We're done with these

SALLY PLACES FOUR CREDI T CARDS I N AN
EXPENSI VE BLENDER AND SHREDS THEM

D CK
|"ve al ready applied for sone.
They shoul d be arriving shortly.
HARRY
| don't nean to al arm anyone,
but aren't we going to have to
make paynents eventual | y?
D CK
Don't be ridiculous. 1’'ve
di scovered an ingeni ous net hod
of accounting to keep our
creditors at bay. W sinply
transfer the bal ance from one
card to another. Thus revol ving
our debt as effortlessly as the
pl anets revol ve around the sun.
HARRY
How | ong can we sustain this
facade before our "House of

Cards" col | apses?

30.
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DI CK

Indefinitely. At an average of



CUT _TO

forty-five hundred doll ars apiece,
| cal cul ate our spending potenti al
at roughly two hundred and seventy
t housand...for the initial sixty
cards.

SALLY
Geat. (PICKS UP PHONE) Hell o,
Tiffany's. ..



ACT _TWO
SCENE H

| NT. OFFI CE - NEXT DAY
(Dick, Albright, N na)

DI CK PRESENTS ALBRI GHT WTH A DI AMOND NECKLACE

ALBRI GHT

Onh, Dick, it's beautiful.
D CK

And expensi ve.
ALBRI GHT

You really shouldn't spend

so nmuch noney on ne.

NI NA ENTERS

NI NA
You can spend sone on ne.
| won't conplain.
ALBRI GHT
D d you see what he bought ne?
ALBRI GHT SHOWS NI NA THE NECKLACE
NI NA
It's beautiful.
D CK
And expensi ve.
NI NA
Were are you getting all this
noney? Have you been enbezzling

fromthe coll ege?

1/ H
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D CK
| hadn't thought of that.
ALBRI GHT
| hope your not maxing out your
credit card on little ol’ ne.
D CK
Ch, don't worry. 1've got
pl enty nore of those com ng.
ALBRI GHT
D ck, you don't need to shower
me with gifts. | like you for
who you are. (REALIZATION) As
strange as that may seem
D CK
| promse | won't over do it.

A DELI VERY MAN ENTERS W TH A DOZEN ROSES.

DELI VERY MAN
Delivery for Dr. Al bright.

ALBRI GHT
Oh, Dick. ..

DELI VERY MAN
(WH STLES) Cone on, boys.
Bring 'emin.

SEVERAL DELI VERY MEN ENTER W TH DCOZENS
AND DCOZENS OF FLOWERS.

CUT _TO



ACT TWO
SCENE |
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT — DAYS LATER

(LI'VI NG ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry, Alissa)

SALLY |I'S TRYI NG ON SOVE OF HER NEW SHCES. HARRY
'S STILL WATCHING H'S BIG SCREEN. DI CK IS ON THE
PHONE. TOMW PLAYS W TH AN EXPENSI VE VI RTUAL
REALI TY GAME, AS ALI SSA ENTERS W TH BROMNI ES

ALI SSA
| baked you some brownies, Tomy.
TOMWY
What for? | could buy those
nmysel f.
ALI SSA
They're a peace offering to win
you back.
TOMWY
Way are you being so nice?
ALI SSA
You rejected nme, so now

realize | can't live w thout

you.
TOMWY

"1l tell you what. Two

weeks from Friday, |'m open

for lunch. But right now I
need to get ready for ny date
with Crystal.

1/
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ALI SSA
Crystal ? She beat nme out for
the lead in the school play.
TOMWY
| know. 1Isn't she great?
ALI SSA
How coul d you do this.
TOMWY
Alissa, it's like this.
|"mway too young to settle
down. . .and way too rich.
ALI SSA
Fine! | hope you choke on your
br owni es!

ALI SSA SHOVES THE BROMNIES | N TOMW' S GUT,
AND EXI TS.

TOMW
(YELLI NG AFTER HER) Are we
still on for lunch? 1 know a
great French restaurant...

DI CK
(HANG NG UP PHONE) | don’t believe
this. W' ve been denied.

SALLY
You nean they won't give us

anot her credit card?

35.
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DI CK



Apparently, fourteen is our
[imt. | don't think they
realize how inportant | am

TOMW
Way could you tell ne that
five mnutes ago. | just |ost
t he woman of ny dreans. | may
never | ove again.

SALLY
| can't believe they're cutting
us off like this.

DI CK
It's all because of your over-
spendi ng. How many shoes does
one wonman need?

SALLY
(GRABS DI CK) Look, buster! On
this planet, you never question
the size of a woman' s wardrobe.
Under st ood?

DI CK

Get a grip, Lieutenant!

SALLY
Sorry, Dick. My femal e body

36.
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isn't equipped to handle this
sort of trauma.

D CK
(BREAKI NG DOAN) Neither is
mne. W' re ruined.

HARRY
We' re experiencing "financial
stress disorder". [It's a very
comon probl em

SALLY
|s there a solution?

HARRY
Sure. Make nore noney.

D CK
(TO SALLY) O stop spending.

SALLY
You' re the one running up
the bills, trying to dazzle
Dr. Albright. You nust have
spent ten thousand dollars
l avishing her with gifts.

D CK
$12,382 to be exact, but she
gave nme this nice "thank you"

card.

Dl CK PULLS QUT A GREETI NG CARD FROM HI S JACKET.

TOMW
Twel ve grand for a greeting

card?

37.
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DI CK
It has a cute picture on the
out si de, and when you open it
up, it plays Beethoven.
DI CK OPENS THE CARD, AND WE HEAR BEETHOVEN.
SALLY
That's nice, but it's not worth
twel ve thousand neteorites. Do
you know how many things | could
buy with that kind of scratch?
DI CK
Did | nention the cute, little
sm | ey-face she drew on the inside?
TOMW
Face it, Dick. Wnen aren't
worth that kind of noney. |
used to think so, but I've
matured rapidly in the | ast
sixty seconds. If they're right
for you, they'Il |ove you for
the size of your heart, not

the size of your wallet.
38.
L1/1

DI CK
You're the one renting exotic
sports cars to inpress the
| adies. And you're barely

ol d enough to drive.



TOMW
Excuse ne, but |'ve navigated
t hrough ni ne galaxies. | think
| can handle a stick-shift.
HARRY
Let's not argue again. Just
because we're human doesn't
mean we have to act chil dish.
SALLY
Harry's right.
HARRY

SALLY
We need to solve the problem

DI CK
| don't think there is a solution.
The inhabitants of this planet
have unwi ttingly unl eashed the
nost nenacing, evil, and tenaci ous

nmonster known to the universe.

( DRAMATI C PAUSE) Compound interest.

TOMW
That woul d expl ain our dil ema.
We can't pay off our bal ance,
because the interest exceeds
t he principle.

HARRY

Just when you think you can get

39.
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out of debt, the giant tentacles
drag you under like the brain-
sucki ng carnivores of the pl anet
Zortec.

EVERYBODY LOOKS AT EACH OTHER AND BEG NS TO SI NG

SOLOVONS

(TOGETHER) | owe mny soul to the
conpany store...

CUT _TO



AN/

ACT _TWO
SCENE J

NT. CLASSROOM - NEXT DAY
D

I
(Di ck, Students)
DI CK STANDS AT THE HEAD OF THE CLASS, AS THE
STUDENTS LOOK ON, CONFUSED. THE CHALKBQARD
| S COVERED W TH DI FFI CULT MATHEMATI CAL EQUATI ONS
AND A STICK FIGURE OF A HOBO WTH HI S PANTS
POCKETS PULLED QUT AND EMPTY.
DI CK
It's destroying your entire
lives before they even begin.

Dl CK WALKS BETWEEN THE DESKS, CARESSI NG SELECTED
STUDENTS ON THE HEAD LI KE A LOVI NG FATHER

DI CK ( CONT' D)
So young. So precious. You
stand at the threshold of life,
only to be stricken by the
nost devastating di sease ever
created. Conpound interest
shall bury you before your
time. First, it's a luxury,
then a necessity. Before |ong,
you're swmmng in debt. It's
i ke a black hol e sucking you
out of your own personal orbits.
You can forget about your retire-
ments. Social security won't

even nmake the m ni num paynent.

41.
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RETURNI NG TO THE FRONT OF THE CLASS.
DI CK ( CONT' D)

And don't expect any relief
fromthe governnent. They
have a deficit of their own
to worry about. Sure, they'll
punp billions of dollars into
a country that they've ravished
wi th bonbs. (TEARFUL) But not
one thin dine for the innocent
youth that will be destroyed by
this insidious epidemc.

AS THE STUDENTS LOOK CONFUSED, DI CK BREAKS DO
AND CRIES ON H S DESK

CUT _TO



ACT TWO
SCENE K
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT - DAYS LATER

(LI'VI NG ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)

THE SOLOMONS SI T AROUND THE COFFEE TABLE,

STARI NG AT THE TELEPHONE
SEX: PHONE RI NGS

SALLY

(APPREHENSI VE) It's ringing again.

HARRY

They're trying to conmuni cate

wi th us.

SEX:  ANOTHER RI NG

THE ANSVERI NG MACHI NE PI CKS UP THE CALL

D CK V. O

Hell o. You have reached

t he earth bound headquarters

for the Sol onon famly.

Human life forns, press one.

Extraterrestrials, press two.
Bl LL COLLECTOR V. O

Cone on, M. Sol onon, we know

you' re there.

DI CK LOOKS ARCUND, NERVOUSLY.

TOMW
They' re bl uffing.

11/ K
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Bl LL COLLECTOR V. O
Pick up the phone, you
conniving, little deadbeat.
SALLY

Ch, no! What are we going to do?

D CK
Fl'y hone.

Bl LL COLLECTOR V. O
kay, suit yourself. If

you want to play hardball,
you better get a batting
hel met. Things are gonna
get nasty.

CUT TO



ACT _TWO
SCENE L
CFFI CE - DAY
ck, Albright, N na)
) 'S CUTTI NG UP CREDI T CARDS THAT BELONG

O ALBRI GHT AND NI NA, WWHO LOOK ON | N HORRCR

ALBRI GHT
What are you doi ng?

DI CK
"' m saving your lives. These
cards will bring you nothing
but pain and sorrow.

NI NA
| hope you used your credit to
get health insurance. Because
you're going to be in traction,

when | get through with you

NI NA AND ALBRI GHT CHASE DI CK AROUND THE ROOM
AS HE CONTI NUES CUTTI NG UP THE CARDS

D CK
Don't you wonen under st and?
Credit cards are evil. They've
destroyed nore lives than psychic
hot | i nes.

NI NA
You're going to regret this,

Di ck.

/L
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D CK
"' mtaking you back to a sinpler
time. Wen wonen made their own
cl othes, and everything ran on
st eam
NI NA AND ALBRI GHT CORNER DI CK.
NI NA
W got himnow Gab him
TRAPPED, DI CK LOOKS AROUND.

W TH NOWHERE TO RUN, DI CK JUMPS OQUT THE W NDOW
AS ALBRI GHT AND NI NA RUSH OVER AND LOOK QUT.

ALBRI GHT

Oh, ny God! This is terrible.
NI NA

| know. He's still noving.

CUT _TO



11/ M

ACT TWO
SCENE M
| NT. ATTI C APARTMENT - NEXT DAY

(LI'VING ROOM
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry, Alissa)

HARRY STANDS I N FRONT OF HI S Bl G SCREEN TV,
WEARI NG A BATTI NG HELMET AND HOLDI NG A BAT.

D CK, SALLY, AND TOMW ALSO WEAR HELMETS.

TWO REPO-MEN TRY TO TAKE BACK THE MERCHANDI SE

HARRY
(WAVI NG BAT) Touch that big
screen and |I'Il send you out
of the ball park.

REPO NMAN
Look, buddy, I'mjust doing ny
j ob.

HARRY
So are we. You don't know how
i mportant our work really is,
do you?

TOMW
Harry, it's over.

D CK
We had our fun, but nowit's
time to return to our neani ng-
| ess Iives of quiet desperation.

THE REPO MEN TAKE SOVE CLOTHES FROM SALLY' S
PI LE, AND SHE SW NGS AT THEM W TH A BAT.
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SALLY
No!  Not ny Hal ston original!

SALLY GRABS THE MAN' S LEG HE DRAGS HER DOM
THE STAIRS, AS ALI SSA ENTERS

ALI SSA
Are you guys novi ng?

D CK
Let's just say we're downwardly
nobi | e.

ALI SSA
|"msorry to hear that.

D CK
Oh, we'll manage. It's the
rest of the world we're
worried about.

SALLY STAGGERS UP THE STAIRS. ALI SSA
WALKS OVER TO TOMW.

ALl SSA
So, you called ne?
TOMW
Yeah. | wanted to apol ogi ze for
acting so i muature.
ALl SSA
That's okay. You're a nale.
| woul dn't expect you to exhibit

any genui ne conpassi on.
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CUT _TO

TOMWY
So, you forgive me?
ALI SSA
Sure, forgiving is easy, but
"1l never forget. |'m going
to hold this over your head
and make you feel guilty forever.
TOMWY
That's devi ous.
SALLY
She’s a worman. You woul dn't
expect me to exhibit any
genui ne conpassi on, woul d you?
TOMWY
|"d buy you sonet hi ng expensive
as a token of my undying | ove,
but our famly has fallen on sone
tough ti nes.
ALI SSA
Don't sweat it. It's enough

just to watch you grovel.



49.
TAG

TAG
SCENE N

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT
(Dick, Sally, Harry, Tomry)

D CK, SALLY, HARRY, AND TOMW SIT ON THE
ROOF, REFLECTI NG

D CK
Well, we've | earned a very
expensive lesson in frugality.

HARRY
We nust never |ive beyond our
means again. It's tough living
i ke a king on the paycheck of
a peasant.

SALLY
| don't know why, but |I'm
going to mss all ny shoes,
even though 1'd probably never
wear any of them

D CK
The worst is over. |It's tine
for us to rebuild.

SALLY
How are we going to pay off

all our bills?

50.
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D CK
We'll do it the old fashion was...
(BEAT) Bankruptcy.
HARRY
It’s the hottest trend since
t he Rubi k’ s Cube.
TOMWY
And just as easy.
SALLY
Wn't that destroy our credit
rating? We won't be able
to buy our dream hone for
anot her seven years.
D CK
Like we're going to stay on this
rock that |ong.
THE SOLOMONS ALL NOD AND LAUGH.
FADE OUT

END OF SHOW
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